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which greatly promotes the fraudulent views of these quacks
- namely, the impression which almost universally prevails,
that no one would dare assume the name and practice of a
surgeon without a diploma. When persons labouring under
this mistake are told that there exists no law for the repres-
sion or punishment of such frauds, it is impossible to describe
their astonishment at the culpable indifference thus mani-
fested by the legislature to an evil of such magnitude.

I have reserved for the end the crowning scheme of these
quack firms, and with it I shall close this letter. This notable
contrivance, which shows that they are perfect masters of the
deceptive, although utterly ignorant of the healing art, con-
sists in their selecting the name of some eminent surgeon, and
under the auspices of this clar2em et venerabile nomen, setting
up a new Priapian firm, which is announced to the public in the
usual way. Thus a name which is another word for unsullied
integrity and for well-earned professional fame, is forced into
the service of a quack firm, and used by it for the purpose
of levying black mail on the weak and defenceless. This
trick is adopted by another set of scamps, (the founders of
fictitious mercantile houses,) though not always with equal
success; and this, owing to the great sensitiveness of the
legislature towards every case of infraction of the rights of pro-
perty, indifferent as they are to the at least as important ques-
tion of public health. The career of the latter,howeversuccess-
ful at first, is, comparatively speaking, a brief one; and instead
of being able, like the " Consulting Surgeon," to laugh at laws
and law-makers, and in the contemplation and enjoyment of
their ill-gotten wealth, to brave the finger of public indigna-
tion, they are, in most cases, sent to travel at the country’s
expense, to enable them, at a distance from the scene of
their former exploits, to ruminate on the unequal distribution
of rewards and punishments, as exemplified in their case and
in the more nefarious one of the quack firms.

Returning from this digression, I have known country
people, who, by means of this clever contrivance, have been
duped into the belief that the eminent surgeon whose name
had been so unceremoniously used by the quacks, was in
reality a partner of their firm. A remarkable instance of this
kind occurred some years since, when a friend of mine was
consulted on a case of obstinate gonorrhoea. Upon the patient
being asked what course of treatment he had undergone, he
replied that, among other things, " he had taken Sir Astley
Cooper’s pills." "Oh! you have been under Sir Astley Cooper?"
"No," was the rejoinder. When asked what he meant by
saying he had taken his pills : "Why," he replied, I saw
them advertised in the newspapers." " What! Sir Astley
Cooper advertise pills in the newspapers ?" After a little

more equivoque, it was discovered that he meant a nostrum,
which was sometimes advertised under the name of " Ashley
Cooper’s Pills." He added, that he had bought the pills in
consequence of the resemblance of the name, and of his per-
fect belief that they had been prepared and sold by the cele-
brated surgeon.

Having, I fear, trespassed too much already on your indul-
gence, I shall reserve for another letter the names and lives
of the persons composing the principal quack firms.-In the
meantime, I remain, with great respect.

Dec. 1846. DETECTOR.

** In support of our correspondent we may remark, that
the sum of sixteen hundred guineas mentioned by us in a former
article as having been extracted from a Scotch gentleman,
.snared by these disgusting advertisements, was paid to a quack
who falsely assumed the name of "Brodie," and the title of
" Surgeon." Probably the real Sir Benjamin, eminent as he
is, never met with a more lucrative case. That such mis
creants can possibly be confounded, even by the weakest oi
mankind, with the distinguished Coopers and Brodies, is most
extraordinary, and cannot but redound to the discredit of om
profession. Yet such is the fact !-ED. L.

Nabal Medical Intelligence.

PROMOTIONS.&mdash;Admiralty, Dec. 19th, 1846.-Surgeons : T.
Frazer (1838), to Crocodile ; E. J. Sinclair, M.D., to be agent
at sick quarters, Wick, N.B.-Assistant-surgeons: N. Barrie,
to Ceylon; W. L. Gordon (1846) (Act.), to Caledonia,for service
of Plymouth Hospital; N. B. Alexander (1842), to Ceylon.

QUARTERLY NATAL OBITUARY.-Surgeons: R. H. Beaumont
(1795), P. Henry (1801), G. Hogan (1813), R. Austin (1815),

J. Kittle (1836), R. Butler, M.D. (1843).-Assistant-surgeons:
A. Kift (1812), E. Pinkerton (1825), T. Wallace (1841).

&Prime;DREADNOUGIIT&rsquo;&rsquo; SEAMAN’S HOSPITAL.- That portion of the
fines, penalties, &c., recovered from the merchant captains and
seamen, and paid, by the Seaman’s Registry Act, to this the
only universal charity in the world, amounts this year to 12001.

Army Medical Intelligence
APPOINTMENTS.-War Office, Dec. 22nd, 1846.-56th Foot:

Assist.-surg. G. A. Cowper, M.D., from 66th Foot, to be surg.;
J. H. May, Gent., to be assist.-surg.&mdash;7lst; Assist.-surg. 11. C.
Reade, from h.-p. 79th Foot, to be assist.-surg., v. Grant, prom.
in Rl. Newfoundland Cos., to be surg., v. Pink, appointed to
Provisional Battalion, v. S. A. Piper, M.D., who retires upon
h.-p.
Dec. 29th.-Surg. R. J. G. Grant, from 16th Lt. Dragoons, to

be surg., v. surg. A. Wood, M.D., who exchanges with 9th Light
Dragoons.&mdash;l3th Foot: Assist.-surg. F. -BV. Tupper, from 57tli
Foot, to be assist.-surg., v. Prout, appointed to the Staff.-36th:
Assist.-surg. J. Jopp, M.D., from the 2nd Foot, to be surg.; F.
Smith, Gent., to be assist.-surg.-48th : Staff Assist.-surg. J.
Dickson, to be assist.-surg., v. Johnston, prom. on the Staff.
HOSPITAL STAFF.&mdash;ASSiSt..-Surgs.: J. T. 0. Johnston, M.D.,

from the 48th Foot, to be sta&’surg. of the second class; A. A.
Prout, from 13th Foot, to be assist.-surg. to the Forces.

Jan. 1st, 1847.-66th : J. T. La Presle, Gent., to be assist.-
surg., v. Cowper, promoted in 56th Foot.
MONTHLY MILITARY OBITUARY.&mdash;Surg. Hamilton,h.-p., 46th

Foot, Strathaven; Dr. Thomson, h.-p. staff-smg., Edinburgh.
&mdash;Assist.-surgs.: Macready, 31st Foot, Barrackpore; Turnbull,
94th Foot, at sea.-Veterinary-surg. Robertson, 7th Hussars,
Athlone.

East India Medical Intelligence.

BAD HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATIONS IN INDIA.
A recent Indian Paper states:-
" We continue to receive most melancholy accounts of

H.M. 22nd Regiment, in the barracks at Colabah, (near
Bombay.) The hospital, as well as five tents pitched outside,
is full of sick; and the total number of sufferers from fever
now amounts to no fewer than 183. Besides this, there is

scarcely a man really well in the barracks. The number of
admissions daily into the hospital is twenty-five, and the men
describe the fever to be the same in form, duration, and
severity, as that from which they suffered at Sukkur. The
total strength of the companies at Colabah is 650 men, and
there were 750 admissions and re-admissions from fever during
the past month. At the last weekly health inspection of the
soldiers by the surgeon of the regiment, only twenty-four
men of the Grenadier company paraded, and those sickly, the
remainder being still all in hospital. On the 15th of August
last, this company, in strength about 100, marched out of
Poonah, in perfect health and efficiency, and were admitted
by all to be as fine a body of men as any in her Majesty’s ser-
vice. And, indeed, to the second division, which marched
from Poonah, the same remark may with equal justice be ap-
plied. There is a poison contracted, and infused into the
system-of every man, woman, and child, of this fine regiment,
by its unfortunate stay in the Colabah barracks, which a
twelvemonth’s residence in a healthy locality will not eradi-
cate. The families of the soldiers suffer in the same degree as
the men; even children at the breast, we hear, are afflicted
with fever and ague. At this moment the small Female
Hospital appropriated to the reception and treatment of sick
women and children of the 22nd, and Queen’s Depot, is
crowded with inmates. The space available is said to be ex-
tremely small. There is only one room, thirty feet by four-
teen ; and in this contracted space, women during their
accouchement have likewise to be accommodated. Attached
to this miserable building, there is neither kitchen, lavatory,
nor other convenience. The Soldiers’ Hospital, we are in-
formed, is alike faulty. The edifice itself is well constructed
and freely ventilated, but it contains not a single convenience
- no place for bathing, (so necessary in a tropical clime,) or

’ even for personal cleanliness. There is no shower-bath; all
’ the outhouses, for whatever purpose used, are disagreeable and

defective. The cooking-house is described as being a positive
. disgrace to a regimental hospital. It is small, ill ventilated,
, and constantly filled with smoke, which appears to have no
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outlet. The cooks, we understand, suffer constantly from sore
eyes, and owing to the smoke and limited space, are unable to
prepare the various diets for nearly 200 patients."

Since the above report, however, the bulk of the regiment
has been removed to Poonah. Not only are such the
hindrances, however, to the sick being made well, but by some
extraordinary indifference, the chances of the healthy being
assailed with disease appear to be culpably multiplied, and
that almost within the precincts of the capital of British India.
The Calcutta Englishman of Oct. 28th last, speaking of the

98th regiment, just arrived there, says:- .

" We were sorry to hear that no better means of landing 
were afforded them than common cargo bhurs, in consequence
of which they were long delayed in the sun : had they been
allowed the use of the master attendant’s boats, they would
have been all on shore by half-past six. The unfortunate
recruits of the same corps were sent to Dum-Dum, as we
mentioned the other day, and were put into a stable without
even a mat to keep the rain out. They lost their serjeant-
major by an attack of cholera the second day. A committee
of officers has reported that the place into which the men
were put is unfit for human beings, and hardly tenable for
beasts of burden. The men were taken from a comfortable
barrack to an open stable, though the barracks have not
been used to this day, and are not wanted. The men have
had to pay the expense of conveying their baggage to Dum-
Dum, and now have to pay for bringing it back again, in order
to join their regiment in the fort. We understand that no
medical comforts were provided for the sick at Dum-Dum.
A little more care and forethought would not be amiss in
such matters, ior the efficiency of a regiment depends in no
small degree upon the health of men newly arrived in the
country:’

Surely expatriation to an unsuitable climate need not be
aggravated by want of due care on the part of authorities
whose duty it is (or ought to be) to watch after the well-being
of our public service; and least of all should this be in India,
where we are no longer, as once, mere denizens on sufferance,
but the lords paramount of the soil. When sanatory reforms
at home have begun in right earnest, we shall soon find

’crying occasion for others in the colonies, as Major Tulloch’s
reports, and such as the above, amply testify.

Medical News.

APOTHECARIES’ HALL.&mdash;Names of Gentlemen who passed
their Examination, and received Certificates to Practise, on
Thursday, Dec. 31st, 1846:-Cornelius Black, Chesterfield,
Derbyshire; Charles Thompson, Leicester.

QuacxERY.&mdash;Act of the 2nd Geo. 3rd, chap. 14, commonly
called Lucas’s Act, made perpetual by the 31st Geo. 3rd, is
neither dead nor obsolete. By this, "It is enacted, that if
any apothecary, chemist, or druggist, or other person or per-
sons, who now do, or hereafter shall, make, prepare, com-
pound, sell, expose to sale, or keep for that purpose, any kind
of drug or medicinal preparation or compound whatsoever;
,shall presume to make, prepare, compound, dispense, or sell
any other officinal preparation or composition, or make up
any extemporaneous prescription of any physician or surgeon
in this kingdom by any other form or rule than shall be
directed and appointed by the College of Physicians, such
offender shall forfeit and pay for every such offence the sum
of ten pounds. Such penalty to be sued for and recovered in
a summary way before the lord mayor and recorder, or other
chief magistrate, and to be levied by distress and sale of the
offender’s goods. One moiety to be applied to the purchase
of medicines for the poor, and the other for the use of the
informer.&rsquo;&rsquo;&mdash;Dublin Medical Press.
MAGISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS.-We have just learned that

J. Waddy, Esq., a respected medical practitioner, has been
appointed a magistrate for the County Wexford. This may,
we hope, be considered as an instalment of the debt due to
the medical profession-Dublin Medical Press.

VITAL STATISTICS OF HIGHWORTH, WILTS.&mdash;The small town
of Highworth is on the summit of a range parallel to and on
the north side of that called the White Horse Hills. In the
district aro about 5000 inhabitants. The town is well sup-
plied with water, and its cottages are mostly good and well
situated; the district is undulating, the land well cultivated;
and the villages are mostly placed on rising ground; there is
little wood or stagnant water. " The following (says a Cor.
respondent) is an abstract of the casual diseases which have

occurred in my practice during the last four years, and which
will exhibit the prevailing disorders of the neighbourhood.
Indigestion must be taken to include all cases of pyrexia and
disordered stomach and bowels which required medical aid,
and had recovered without becoming more aggravated disease.
Debility principally includes the complaints of females from
14 to 17, and from 45 to 55. Diarrhoea includes dysentery.
Scrofula is meant to embrace all cases which have not de-
veloped themselves into abscess, ulceration, consumption,
mesenteric disease, or glandular swellings. Rheumatism com-
prises lumbago, sciatica, &c. I have carefully omitted all
cases of midwifery, and the diseases concomitant thereto, as
also all accidents and surgical cases, as not dependent upon
peculiarities of climate or locality. The average number of
deaths has been 42 annually, out of which number 15 have oc-
curred in infancy, 10 from old age, 5 of consumption, and 1 from
accident each year. In 1845-6, in the practice mentioned, 112
cases of eruptive disease are noted, independently of 15 of psora,
(scabies ?) which disease had materially declined, as had
small-pox and shingles, from the number in previous years.
Of remittent fever there were 16 cases, scarlatina 17 ditto,
hooping-cough 18, phthisis 22, mesenteric disease 9; and of
other scrofulous diseases 41 cases, 21 of ophthalmia, 26 of
phlegmonous inflammation, 6 of enteritis, 7 of cystitis, and 6
of erysipelas, 9 of asthma, 16 of epilepsy, 62 of debility, 12 of
haemorrhoides, 10 of hernia, 5 of paralysis, 11 of dyspepsia,
177 of indigestion, 74 of diarrhoea, 109 of rheumatism, 96 of
catarrh, 88 of abscess and ulcers,3 3 of cancer,and 21 of vermes.
The above will form a tolerable average of the relative fre-
quency of certain diseases in a country practice, as reported
to us in a communication too lengthy to print entire, though
we shall preserve it for future comparative reference. Con-
trary to what might have been expected in such a locality,
atonic diseases appear to have been by far the more prevalent,
and the communication would have been far more valuable if
it had stated what was the relative condition of the labourers
in that part of the country, what their usual diet, &c., or

other circumstances of domestic life, to account for the great
preponderance of dyspepsia, rheumatism, debility, &c. in an

apparently healthy and hilly district. Some of our medical
contemporaries have very lately called attention to an extra-
ordinary number of deaths from fever occurring, also in an
usually healthy locality, in a contiguous county (Upton, in
Berkshire); and as such occurrences may be justly presumed
to be independent of geographical inconveniences, it is clearly
desirable to know to what remediable causes they may fairly
be attributed.

A MEDICAL CARD.-Mr. William Hay, Member of the
Royal College of Surgeons, Licentiate of the Society of
Apothecaries, London, Senior Surgeon to the General Eye
and Ear Infirmary, and late Surgeon to the Lying-in-Hospital,
Leeds, Park-square, No. 23. [The real name is Ilayes.

ABSCESS IN THE LIVER.&mdash;I have at present a case under my
care, in which I opened an abscess in the liver, below the
second false rib, on the 3rd of the month, and gave exit to up-
wards of a pint of matter. Twenty days afterwards, another
abscess of the liver burst into the lungs, and for two days a
large quantity of matter was expectorated, the discharge
also continuing from the opening in the side. Afterwards,
when the discharge from the side was copious, very little
matter was expectorated; and when much matter was expec-
torated, but little was discharged from the side, giving reason
to believe that the two abscesses had become united into one.
Some days after, purulent matter, to the extent of three or
four ounces at a time, was passed by stool. At present, no
matter is expectorated, but a large quantity, most offensive,
continues to be discharged from the side, and matter occa-
sionally comes away by stool. The idea occurred to me of
washing out the abscess by attaching a common injection-pipe
to a large bladder filled with warm water, the pressure of the
water being sufficient to force it into the abscess, the point of
the pipe being inserted into the external opening; but the
case was and is so hopeless, that I did not like to incur the risk
of having it supposed that death was hastened by any experi-
ment of mine, in case the patient should die shortly after.
Such a proceeding, however, might, I conceive, be adopted in
some cases with advantage.&mdash; Dr.T Moore, Gwalior.
MEDICAL HANDBILL.&mdash;&Prime; 30, Melton-street, Euston-square.

W. S. Gibson, Surgeon, Licensed Practitioner in Medicine
Midwifery, &c., may be consulted daily from 11 to 1 A.M., and
from 6 to 10 P.M.-In all affections of the chest, viz., inflam-
mation of the lungs, bronchitis, asthma, cough, pleurisy, and
other varieties causing pain, difficulty in breathing, profuse
expectoration, spitting of blood, &c., and such symptoms tend-


